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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 March 2005 . 
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Art Unit: 2173 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 

manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Liles et al. 

(US Patent No. 5,880,731) in view of Skelly (US Patent No. 6,064,383). 

Regarding claim 1, Liles discloses an information processing device, comprising: 

a manager for managing data on feeling expressions of an avatar which correspond 
to a user's conditions [..Textual messages transmitted to the other participants can indicate what 
the user is saying or thinking, and alternatively, can indicate a related action or emotional 
condition of the user; see col. 10, lines 1-32]; a storage area for storing data on image displays 
of the avatar which correspond to the feeling expressions [..The visual frames portray different 
views of an avatar to produce a visual impression of an animation of the avatar when rapidly 
displayed in the sequence. In the script for each gesture, specific visual frames comprising the 
sequence and time intervals determining a duration for displaying each visual frame of the 
sequence are indicated.; see col. 3, lines 32-67]; and a display controller for controlling the 
image displays of the avatars based on the data stored in the storage area [...Each of the avatars 
that are presented to a user for selection in character selection dialog box 70 corresponds to a 
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different bitmap file. Each of the bitmap files contains a predefined number of frames that 
represent the avatar in different poses and/or emotional states; see col. 7, lines 43-65]; however, 
Liles fails to explicitly teach managing data including a plurality of conditions and a plurality of 
levels associated with each condition wherein each of the feeling expressions are based on at 
least one of the conditions and one of the levels, an input device provided with a function of 
detecting information on a living body, and an image input device. 

Skelly discloses managing data including a plurality of conditions and a plurality of 
levels associated with each condition wherein each of the feeling expressions are based on at 
least one of the conditions and one of the levels, an input device provided with a function of 
detecting information on a living body, and an image input device (see col. 4, lines 27-64 and 
col. 5, lines 1 2-44). It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide managing data including a plurality of conditions and a 
plurality of levels associated with each condition wherein each of the feeling expressions are 
based on at least one of the conditions and one of the levels as taught by Skelly to the use of 
avatar interaction on-line chat session of Liles in order to enable the user to select an emotion 
for graphical character and intensity of the emotion to be reflected in the appearance of the 
character by using an input device. 

Regarding claim 2, Liles discloses, wherein the avatar exists in a virtual space 

constructed on a network, and the data on the feeling expressions are set when the user enters the 

virtual space (see figures 5-8). 
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Regarding claim 3, Liles discloses wherein the data managed by the manager are set in 
accordance with information of the user, the information being at least one of living body 
information and variation of expressions (see col. 10, lines 1-32). 

Regarding claim 4, Liles discloses further comprising a voice controller for controlling a 
tone of voices uttered from the avatar based on the data stored in the storage area (see col. 12, 
lines 34-49). 

Regarding claim 5, Liles discloses manager manages the data on the feeling expressions 
based on a table in which types of feelings and levels thereof are associated with one another 
(see col. 13, lines 50-67). 

Regarding claim 6, Liles discloses wherein the display controller controls a display 
including a motion picture of the avatar (see col. 14, lines 15-67). 

Regarding claim 7, Liles discloses method for enabling a plurality of users to 
participate as respective avatars in a virtual space constructed on a network and to have 
conversations with other users, the method comprising the steps of managing data on feeling 
expressions of an avatar which correspond to a user's conditions; controlling storage of data on 
image displays of the avatar which correspond to the feeling expressions, and controlling the 
image displays of the avatar based on the storage of data on the image displays (see figures 1-9). 

Regarding claim 8, Liles discloses further comprising the step of controlling the data on 
the feeling expressions of the avatar based on voices uttered by the avatar (see col. 15, lines 12- 
65). 

As claims 9-15 are analyzed as previously discussed with respected to claims 1-8 above. 
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Regarding claims 16 and 18, Liles discloses wherein a walk-through environment is 
provided to a user in the virtual space (see col. 13, lines 34-49). 

Regarding claims 17 and 19, Liles discloses wherein a walk-through environment can be 
controlled by a user in the virtual space (see col. 13, lines 50-67). 

Regarding claim 20, Liles discloses wherein controller respectively controls the walk 
function of the character device (see col. 14, lines 14-34). 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments filed on 03/25/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

On pages 3 and 4 of the remarks; Applicant argues that the combination of Liles and 
Skelly do not teach or suggest "an input device provided with a function of detecting 
information on a living body, and an image input device." However, the limitations as claimed 
set forth to read on Liles "a gesture by an avatar that represents a participant in an on-line 
graphic chat session, comprising the steps of providing an animation in which the avatar 
appears to move in a defined manner that conveys the gesture, said gesture being determined by 
the participant to convey at least one of a plurality of different personality traits and/or current 
emotions; during an idle period for the participant in the chat session, when the avatar is 
otherwise inactive, automatically initiating the animation without requiring any input by the 
participant; and during an active period for the participant in the chat session, when the avatar is 
performing a selected action, automatically initiating another animation in which the avatar 
appears to move in a defined manner that conveys another gesture, the other gesture being 
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determined by the participant to convey at least one of a plurality of different personality traits 
and/or current emotions" (see col. 14, lines 15-34 and figure 5). 

In response to applicant's argument on pages 2-3 that there is no suggestion to combine 
the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining 
or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some 
teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 
5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/« re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, Liles discloses a manager for managing data on feeling expressions of an 
avatar which correspond to a user's conditions used in combination of Skelly's an input device 
provided with a function of detecting information on a living body, and an image input device. 

One skill in the art would have been obvious to provide managing data including a 
plurality of conditions and a plurality of levels associated with each condition wherein each of 
the feeling expressions are based on at least one of the conditions and one of the levels, an input 
device provided with a function of detecting information on a living body, and an image input 
device as taught by Skelly to the use of avatar interaction on-line chat session of Liles in order 
to enable the user to select an emotion for graphical character and intensity of the emotion to be 
reflected in the appearance of the character by using an input device. 

Accordingly, the claimed invention as represented even amended in the claims does not 
represent a patentable distinction over the art of record. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure, (see PTO-892). 



examiner should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-4053. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (571)272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 




Cao (Kevin) Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2173 
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